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Report of the Heywood Township Committee Chair  

 
 

Executive Summary 
 
1. 

This report provides an update on recent activities in Heywood Township. 
 
  

Key Points for Consideration 
 
 
2.  
 
Heywood Link Road 

Major work has started on the new Junction 19 Heywood Link Road, to be named 
Airborne Way and is due to be opened in late 2022. 

Civic Area 

The Township funded further improvements to the Civic area, including tree carvings 
and planting schemes which have massively improved the area. 

The Civic Centre car park has been resurfaced and marked out. 

Darnhill Community Café 

A brand new bespoke Community Café situated in Darnhill Library funded entirely by 
Heywood Township has been opened adding a much needed and well used 
Community Facility in the locale 

Darnhill Festival 

The Darnhill Festival Association with thought and vision replaced the traditional 
Darnhill Festival by putting on a virtual Wonders of Darnhill Arts Week 2021 
highlighting the wonders of Community, Learning, Elders, Imagination, Nature, 
Nourishment and Young People, a walk the poetry mile was created and a series of 
pop up Arts events. 

Heywood In Bloom 



Following a positive Northwest In Bloom Judges visit, I am looking forward to at least 
as many prolific and impressive awards and even more success than previous years 
when the Awards are announced.  

Charities Fete 

The annual Heywood Charities Fete which has taken place since the 1930’s took 
place in Queens Park on Sunday the 5th September 2021.There was no Street 
Parade but the Mayor was marched in to The Park with Veterans, their Flag 
Standards and Lee Rigby Foundation bikers. There were numerous stalls, a fun fair 
and stage entertainment, with both established and up and coming local talents 
performing in the totally refurbished, wonderful and unique open air theatre, which 
showcased and promoted a full programme starring many Acts. 

Profits from the event are given each year in grants to local worthy community 
organisations. 
 

Green Flag Awards  

Green Flags of excellence were proudly raised in both Queens Park and Hopwood 
Park with local Councillors present. This is the fifth year in a row Hopwood Park have 
achieved the Green Flag status having built on all the hard work since the first award 
to create a magnificent Community facility.     

Heywood Christmas Festival. 

Plans are in place for a scaled down but another spectacular Heywood Christmas 
Lights Switch On Event at 1700 hours on Saturday the 20th November 2021 with a 
grand finale Firework Display. All welcome and we look forward to our Mayor doing 
us the honour of switching on our magnificent 8,000 LED lights on the tree and 
surrounding features.  

East Lancashire Railway 

The Flying Scotsman paid a prestigious visit to Heywood Station over the entire 
August Bank Holiday Weekend and attracted many visitors. The opening up of 
access to The Station from the main Manchester Street has a real benefit, improving 
and making easier the visitor experience whilst raising the profile of the Station and 
facilities.   

Police and Community Safety  

The Heywood Policing Team have been concentrating on Anti-Social Behaviour and 
shoplifting in the town centre as this has been a persistent problem, they have 
worked with the local businesses to ensure that they are doing their bit to reduce this 
issue and have also been working with youth services to positively engage young 
people, Youth Services have now got activities in place and reductions in incidents 
are being seen. The hard core element of this group have been identified with eight 
individuals being targeted. Over forty crimes have processed since the 6th of June 
and to date 53 Charges have been secured and Criminal Behaviour Orders are 
being sought for some of these individuals.  



One of the Teams new Neighbourhood Beat Officers, PC Louis Lee has done some 
sterling work with Heywood Sports Village and Staff that was suffering excessive 
Anti-Social Behaviour which has been reduced massively.  

Over the past few weeks we have had a spate of burglaries across the Heywood 
area, officers from the Neighbourhood Task Force identified a suspect who has since 
been arrested and charged for a number of offences since this arrest instances of 
burglary has dropped dramatically.  

Plans are in place for Remembrance Sunday on the 14th November. 

Operation Treacle along with the Darker Nights initiative is coming up. 

Police and Community Safety meetings will continue to take place prior to all 
Heywood Township Committee Meetings which will enhance already effective 
Partnership working.   

 

Cllr Peter Rush 

Chair of Heywood Township  

 

 

 
 
Township Committee Chair 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Township


